FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

May 25, 2007
Marcello and Matthew Perugini

Memorial Walk for Niemann-Pick Disease

Take part in this year’s second annual Marcello and Matthew Perugini Memorial Walk for Niemann-Pick Disease to benefit the National Niemann-Pick Disease Foundation. The 3.5 mile walk, organized by family and friends, commemorates two local brothers who passed away from the condition. Marcello was 7 when he died.  Matthew only made it to six weeks old.  


Day:    Sunday, June 24


Time:  1-5 p.m.  


Place:  Goss Field House



Chase Collegiate School



565 Chase Parkway



Waterbury, CT 06708
Walkers will receive T-shirts, refreshments and a gift for participating. Prizes will be awarded for the largest individual and team donors. Minimum donation to walk is $10 per person. Last year’s walk raised $3,000 for the foundation. This year’s goal is $5,000.  

Niemann-Pick Disease is a debilitating metabolic disease that primarily affects children.  The disease attacks the brain, central nervous system, lungs, liver and other organs. It is a genetic disease that has no cure. There are 1,700 known cases of the disease worldwide.  Children have been misdiagnosed with learning disabilities and retardation to later learn they had Niemann-Pick. There are three children in Connecticut that have the disease and a 14-year-old recently died in December from the condition. 

Gianni Perugini, cousin of Marcello and Matthew, was inspired by the boys to organize this walk. Family and friends joined Gianni to form a committee with the purpose of raising money and increasing awareness of Niemann-Pick. Other members of the group are: Diana and Modestino Perugini, the boys’ parents; Christine Perugini, Caterina Canino, and Arthur and Matthew Paulone.  

The National Niemann-Pick Disease Foundation is a non-profit organization founded in 1992. It offers services to families of children affected by the disease.  

For more information about the disease, visit the foundation’s Web site at www.nnpdf.org.  

For more information about the walk, contact Gianni Perugini, committee chairman, at (203) 558-8769.  
