Web site : Emergencies
Parents of children who have special needs are constantly trying to stay one step ahead of difficulties that may arise in the course of their child’s day. Plans often involve written instructions for teachers, care givers, and transportation personnel. Many medical specialists will write a “What to Do in Case of Emergency” letter for families to carry whenever they are out with their child who has special needs.  This limits the amount of time necessary for the parent to explain any special considerations that should be given to their child if an emergency room visit is needed.

A recent posting to the R.A.R.E. Blog of the Children’s Rare Disease Network extends this idea, and may help families save precious seconds when time is most critical – when the ambulance must be called to your home. The article describes how one family educated their local emergency medical director and team personnel and posted key medical information about their child to an electronic system accessible by all local EMT team personnel. This assures that all team members know the general information about the disorder and the specifics about this particular patient BEFORE they arrive.  

You can read the blog posting at http://www.crdnetwork.org/blog/index.php?s=EMT. 
Please let us know if you have any questions about the posting. Also, note that if you decide to use a system like this, you need to be sure that it is kept up-to-date by establishing a time-line for routine review and update of the information shared.

